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An ‘Eventful’ Fall

It has certainly been an “eventful” 
time for Kelso-Burnett Co. since our
last newsletter. There have been several
special events that have kept us busy
and, hopefully, a little less stressed out
over the current economic downturn.

Our first event was a K-B family outing held at Great America 

on August 29. It was rewarding to see so many employees and 

their families having a fun time at the park. We haven’t done 

this type of event for more than 20 years, and the response was 

so positive that we are planning to repeat this kind of outing 

in the near future. It was a chance for employees to meet one

another’s family members, and now we have faces to go with 

those names we so often hear about.

On September 18, we hosted our Field Appreciation Golf Outing 

at Indian Lakes Resort. We resurrected this event last year in

conjunction with our 100-year anniversary after a few years of

hibernation. It was a well-attended event, as one might imagine

(golfing seems to be more popular than work!). We are intent on

keeping this event out of hibernation and once again making this 

an annual outing. You can read more about each of these events

inside this newsletter.

Once every 10 years, we are the host company for a Federated

Electrical Contractor (FEC) meeting. FEC is a peer group

consisting of premier electrical contractors from the U.S. and

abroad. There are 35 member companies that meet three times 

a year to discuss industry-related topics. The host company can

choose any location, and this year it was our turn to host. We

couldn’t think of a better place to host it than in Chicago, our own

hometown, so from October 4 to October 8, we welcomed more

than 100 guests to our city.

The Sunday reception dinner was held at the Swissotel as were the

three days of meetings from Monday through Wednesday. Sunday’s

dinner was highlighted by a performance of the Temper Golden

Strings from Temper High School in Kenosha, WI.

The Tuesday closing dinner was a private event held at the Shedd

Aquarium. In addition to the usual interesting attractions at the

Shedd and the spectacular city views from the terrace, guests were

entertained by a Beluga whale show. Needless to say, our guests

from around the world were quite impressed with the entire

Chicago experience. Several guests commented that Chicago 

not being awarded the 2016 Olympics was not Chicago’s loss 

but the world’s!

—Brad Weir, President 



This fall, Kelso-Burnett Co. worked together with Pepper

Construction to successfully complete the construction of the

Norwood Crossing Assisted Living Facility in Chicago. This

Norwood Park facility has long been a fixture in the Northside

community, offering the highest quality care for the elderly. 

This new building is the first step in Norwood’s plan for the next

generation of assisted living care.

Contracted by Pepper Construction in a design-assist capacity,

Kelso-Burnett completed extensive value engineering, ensuring

that the Norwood Life Society received the type of quality 

building that they needed for the price that they could afford. 

This project marked Kelso-Burnett’s first use of 3D Building

Information Modeling (BIM) coordination for the construction

of a new building. Although

challenging, the extensive

preconstruction efforts 

that were part of the BIM

process significantly

increased Kelso’s success 

on the project. BIM is a

resource that Kelso-Burnett

Co. will implement

regularly on future projects.

Some unique characteristics of this facility include a digital

lighting control system that is aimed at increasing the quality of

life for the residents, specialty recessed lighting that simulates 

a skylighting effect, and a nurse call system that ensures

responsiveness and accountability with a series of monitored

motion sensing devices.

Special thanks to the entire project team consisting of Sr. Project

Manager Angelo Demeros and Sr. Superintendent Tom Baldocchi

of Pepper Construction, Architect Keith Tyschper from Harley

Ellis Devereaux, and Sr. Lighting Designer Ingrid McMasters 

from KJWW Engineering Consultants. Together, they worked

seamlessly with Kelso-Burnett’s project team made up of Director

of Preconstruction Dan Maimonis, Division Manager Doug

Dickerson from K-B’s Advanced Technologies group, General

Foreman Frank Valentino, and Division Manager Gregg Bochat 

of Contech MSI Co.

KELSO-KURRENTS

K-B Gives New Light to Chicago’s Norwood Crossing Assisted Living Facility

Spotlight Project

On May 14, 2009, Kelso-Burnett Co. and NORCON, Inc. completed the design-build of the Chicago
metropolitan area’s first downwind rotor turbine of its kind at the Museum of Science and Industry’s
Smart Home: Green + Wired exhibit. This exhibit offers guests a guided tour of the Windy City’s
“greenest home,” which features the latest innovations in green technology. 

This unique Skystream 3.7 wind generator was designed for utility-connected residential and
commercial use, and could have an impact on future green construction. According to the Museum 
of Science and Industry’s website, “This Skystream 3.7 wind generator has a 45-foot-high tower with 
a 12-foot-diameter rotor and can generate up to 2.4 kilowatts. It begins producing power in an 8 mph wind 
and reaches full output in 29 mph winds. It produces approximately 400 kilowatt-hours per month in a 12 mph wind.” 

This is the first small wind generator of its kind and, along with the exhibit’s solar panels, is expected to help make the Smart Home 100 percent
renewable energy-powered. To view the work of Kelso-Burnett Co. at the Smart Home exhibit, check out the tour times and ticket prices 
at the Museum of Science and Industry’s website at www.msichicago.org.

K-B Innovative Downwind Rotor Turbine at the Museum of Science and Industry
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Tony Arnone
Congratulations to Tony Arnone and his wife, Casie, for becoming proud parents of a baby girl, 
Alivia Nez Arnone, on May 31 (not Elizabeth Nez Arnone as was stated in the previous issue of our
newsletter). Tony is currently a Division Manager out of Kelso-Burnett’s Gurnee office.

Sean McBride and Pablo Albuja (Featured from left to right)
Congratulations to Sean McBride, CAD Department Supervisor of Kelso-Burnett Co., and Pablo Albuja,
Division Manager of Contech MSI Co., for completing the 2009 Bank of America Chicago Marathon on
Sunday, October 11. They both work out of the Rolling Meadows corporate office.

Mike Wickersham
Congratulations to Mike Wickersham, who was recently hired by Kelso-Burnett Co. to take on the role 
of Estimator out of the Rolling Meadows office.

Additionally, we’d like to congratulate Mike and his wife for becoming proud parents of their second child,
Annabelle Opal Wickersham. Annabelle was born on September 30.

Around Chicago
Christkindlmarket Chicago

From November 25 through December 24, Daley Plaza hosts

Christkindlmarket, one of Chicago’s most-anticipated holiday

festivals. It is Chicago’s largest open-air festival, and visitors

from all over the world come for the celebration to experience

authentic German food, drink and unique shopping. It is 

a wonderful place to escape the pressures of the holidays, and 

to enjoy camaraderie with friends, family, co-workers or total

strangers. This family-friendly festival is no longer just a

German tradition but has become a Chicago institution because

of its popularity. It takes place for an entire month, so make 

sure not to miss out!  

Snow Days Chicago 

From January 29 through January 31, the Spirit of Music

Garden in Grant Park is host to Snow Days Chicago, a

free three-day winter festival. Snow Days Chicago will

feature a national snow sculpting competition, dog sled

demonstrations, a snowboard rail jam and countless kids’

activities. Make sure to bring your family and friends to

watch as the city is transformed into a winter wonderland,

showcasing a variety of beautiful and unique sculptures

made entirely out of snow.  

K-B Sparks



K-B Milestones
Historical Chicago Landmark–Women’s Athletic Club

Kelso-Burnett Co. has worked on more than 25 official Chicago Landmarks since our inception

in 1908, and we are proud to add yet another to this prestigious roster. Recently, Clune

Construction awarded us the opportunity to renovate the Women’s Athletic Club.

Founded in 1898, the Women’s Athletic Club was the first athletic club for women in the

United States. Located on Michigan Avenue in the heart of Chicago, the Women’s Athletic 

Club has had many influential members over the course of its history and received landmark

status in October 1991.

Because the building is a Chicago Landmark, it has never been

required to have a fire alarm system. However, the city of Chicago

recently implemented Life Safety and High Rise Sprinkler

Ordinances for residential and commercial high-rise buildings that

require more-stringent and effective safety measures. The new

ordinances now require that buildings that were built prior to 1975,

are more than 80 feet tall, are without sprinklers throughout, and are occupied for nontransient uses have fire

alarm systems. Therefore, the Women’s Athletic Club needed a complete system installed to comply with the 

Life Safety requirement.

Currently, Kelso-Burnett Co. is furnishing and installing a fire alarm system for the eight-story building. This includes a new head-end fire

alarm annuciator panel, risers, fire alarm devices, and water flow and tamper switches on all floors, including two basement levels.

Additionally, we are also furnishing and installing a new sump pump system with battery inverters to protect from potential flooding.

With the new fire alarm system that is up to code and Chicago standards, the Women’s Athletic Club can now provide a safer environment

while continuing to preserve its historical significance to the great city of Chicago.

Kelso-Burnett Co. Employee Appreciation Day 
At Six Flags Great America
Although times couldn’t be tougher throughout the electrical industry, Kelso-Burnett Co. held

an Employee Appreciation Day at Six Flags Great America in Gurnee, Illinois on Saturday,

August 29, 2009. Kelso-Burnett wanted to show its appreciation for the entire K-B family

during this time of hardship by inviting all K-B employees to bring their spouses, families

and guests to the park for a day of fun. Over 380 people were in attendance as they enjoyed

all that Six Flags has to offer. 

Kelso-Burnett Co. would like to thank all Kelso-Burnett employees, family and guests who

attended the event at Six Flags Great America. In addition, we’d like to thank Chris Vladovic,

Cathy Kay and Matt Nemshick of Kelso-Burnett Co. for coordinating and contributing to the

success of the event.



Sarah Kuehn started with ETTI as an administrative assistant at the end of 2005 and was

promoted to Sales Engineer in January 2009. Her main focus is on customer service, 

with daily activities that include sales, project planning, coordinating schedules for ETTI’s

engineers, and making sure that all project paperwork is complete.  

Kelso-Burnett Co. 2009 Field Appreciation Golf Outing
On September 18, Kelso-Burnett Co. recognized its field employees with a golf outing and dinner at the Indian Lakes Resort Golf

Course in Bloomingdale, Ill. It turned out to be one of the best days of the fall, with temperatures in the high 70s, sunshine and

bright blue skies. Over 140 eager participants swung the clubs at this event and enjoyed the summer-like weather and camaraderie 

of their fellow K-B employees. 

Kelso-Burnett Co. would like to express its appreciation for the

participation of our electricians, vendors and staff in making

this a memorable event for 2009. We’d like to send out special

thanks to Heidi Pappa, Isabel DeRam, John Ryder and Kathy

Eaves of Kelso-Burnett Co. for coordinating the golf outing

and making the entire day a success.

HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ccoommee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ffoorr  EETTTTII??

I was going to school for my associate’s degree in business 
and was looking for a position in an office that would utilize
my education. I heard about an opening for a position at ETTI
and it turned out to be a great fit for me.

WWhhaatt  oonnee  tthhiinngg  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  jjoobb??  

The variety that each day brings. 

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  ddoo  iinn  yyoouurr  ffrreeee  ttiimmee??

I like to watch movies, read and spend time with my family.

WWhhaatt  tthhrreeee  wwoorrddss  wwoouulldd  ootthheerrss  uussee  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  yyoouu??  

Efficient, dependable and friendly.

IIff  yyoouu  wwoonn  tthhee  llootttteerryy,,  wwhhaatt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ddoo??  

Buy a house, invest, share with my family and friends, 
and travel. 

WWhhaatt  aarree  yyoouurr  lloonngg--tteerrmm  ccaarreeeerr  ggooaallss  wwiitthh  EETTTTII??

To advance in my sales position and move up in the 
company as ETTI continues to grow.

WWhhaatt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ssaayy  iiss  yyoouurr  ggrreeaatteesstt  aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeenntt  
ssoo  ffaarr  wwoorrkkiinngg  aatt  EETTTTII??

At the beginning of the year, my duties were expanded to
include sales. My first bid was the BP Bright Lights Project. 
It was a great feeling to know that I contributed to ETTI 
being awarded this project.  

Seven Questions–Sarah Kuehn 
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Chicago  • Rolling Meadows

Rockford  • Gurnee

__________________________

Kelso-Burnett Co. Headquarters

5200 Newport Drive

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008

__________________________

(847) 259-0720

www.kelso-burnett.com

K E L S O - B U R N E T T  C O .
Electrical Construction • Voice & Data Communication • Life Safety

We are an employee-owned company 

that combines advanced technologies 

with superior workmanship to provide 

the highest-quality design, construction

and project management available 

in the electrical contracting industry.

Since 1908

The safety department

at Kelso-Burnett

offers OSHA 10- 

and 30-hour classes. For more information or 

to schedule a class, contact Scott Johnson at 

(847) 483-3826 or Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827.

NFPA 70E Training

Kelso-Burnett continues to train

employees and clients on the

NFPA 70E requirements. Only 

an employee who is certified as an “Electrically

Qualified Worker” may approach and work on live

systems. He or she must also utilize an Energized

Work Permit. Contact Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827

if you would like to schedule a training session.
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